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March 2020

Dear Bethune Parents and Guardians,

Grade 11 Math

With spring almost upon us, we are looking
forward to many events at Bethune and
much better weather! Students are looking
forward to upcoming spring sports, concerts,
performances and competitions. During the
much anticipated March Break (March 1620) we hope that students can use this time
to enjoy a well-deserved break from their
studies, and will return rejuvenated and
ready to take on the last portion of the school
year.

Grade 10 History (CHC2D1)

Parents are welcome to join us at our next
Parent Council meeting that will be taking
place on Monday, March 2nd at 7:00 p.m. in
our school library. We had over 50 parents at
our last meeting and we look forward to
seeing everyone again this month. We have a
guest speaker who will do a presentation to
parents on college and university programs.

Summer School at Bethune
Once again, Bethune will offer full credit
summer school courses for Bethune students
only. Students may sign up for one of the
following courses:

(MCR3U1)

Grade 12 English (ENG4U1)
Grade 12 Literacy (OLC4O1)
Grade 11 Physics (SPH3U1)
Sign up will begin on Monday, March 2 at 5:00 p.m.
and the deadline to sign up will be Friday, March 13
at noon. Students must sign up for themselves and
must use their TDSB email address. Separate emails
will be sent to Bethune students and parents in with
this information and a link to sign up (link is also
below). Students will be registered on a first come,
first-served basis. Confirmation of registration will
be posted outside the main office on March 23.
Summer School runs from Monday, July 6 - Friday,
July 31, from 8:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
A range of other course will be available to all TDSB
students at a number of TDSB school
sites. Information will be available in the coming
weeks (on-line and through the guidance
department) with respect to course offerings and
summer school sites.
Ms. Kaskens
Summer School Link:
https://forms.gle/bYstetHr1u9v9fV7A
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DECA Provincials 2020
On February 6th, 2020, sixty-three Bethune
students attended the 41st Annual DECA
Provincials Competition in downtown Toronto at
the Sheraton Hotel. Approximately 7,500
competitors
from
Ontario
attended
the
competition, all hoping to qualify for I.C.D.C., the
International Career Development Conference, the
final round for DECA 2020. Our students were
determined, and have been preparing for months
leading up to the competition. We are proud of all
our students for taking the initiative and
opportunity to represent Bethune at this
competition. Many of our students brought home
spectacular results and achievements that will last
a lifetime!
The following students were recognized at the
award ceremonies as the top overall performers in

their event categories: Sarry Zhong, Celine Zhou,
Vivian Zhong, Anna Zhong, Emily Zhang, Julia
Kuo, Veronica Zhang, Steven Vuong, Calvin
Chen, and Jeremy La.
Good luck to everyone who will be representing our
school and Canada at the DECA International
Competition in Nashville, Tennessee this April.
We congratulate all Bethune DECA competitors, as
this year’s chapter has been a dedicated group who
strove for their goals. We hope that during this
experience they made new friends and memories,
and that their determination will continue. We hope
to see them again and achieve great results with
these students next year!
Ms. Yeung
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Kearney 2020!
For three days in January, Ms. Tutchener and Mr.
Mueller had the pleasure of taking 25 Bethune
students from the Senior Geography classes and the
Bethune Camping Club to the Scarborough Outdoor
Education Centre (SOES), also known as KEARNEY!
We had three days of outdoor learning which included
a fantastic game of Predator and Prey, cross-country
skiing (with a little downhill mixed in), tobogganing, a
lot of giant Jenga, snowshoeing, orienteering, survival
fire-starting, skating on the pond, and stargazing -- we
even saw Elon Musk’s Starlink satellite constellation!
It was a marvelous time filled with outdoor learning,
cooperation, teambuilding, and a little bit of risk-

taking. Students who attended were, at times, pushed
to their limits, and yet conquered their own personal
challenges with a smile by the end of it all.
Mr. Mueller and Ms. Tutchener want to thank the
students who attended for being so amazing. The
S.O.E.S. staff commented numerous times about how
fantastic they were -- and they want us back again next
year! The students made us proud to be Bethune staff.
Thank you to each of you for contributing to three
fantastic days of outdoor experiences and learning.
Our learning experience would not have happened
without the support of the parents and the school office
staff. Thank you.
Mr. Mueller
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NTS Drama Fest 2020
Last week, our lighting and sound design team, along
with our Blaze exec team, attended a training session
at L’Amoreaux C.I. to learn L’Am’s sound and lighting
equipment. Our students will have to adapt to a
different system while they bring their design vision to
life. Bethune’s senior drama class is preparing to
perform Almost True, a one act play written for them
by playwright Dennis Bush, at the National Theatre
School Drama Festival. N.T.S. Drama Fest is the largest
youth drama festival in North America. Our play will
premiere on stage at L’Amoreaux Collegiate Institute
on Monday March 2, at 7 p.m., alongside performances
by students from L’Amoreaux C.I. and Senator
O’Connor College.
Ms. Rzezniczek

Mentor and Spoken Word Poet:
David Delisca

TDSB Creates - Dance & Spoken
Word
February has been a busy month for drama students.
Two senior students, Laurien Wang and Natasha
Naorem, have been collaborating with their dance
mentor, Jessica Dubeau, to prepare for the TDSB Creates
Jury day that will take place on March 5, 2020 at the
Japanese Cultural Centre. They will be joined by Lina
Eltom Mohamed and Shafiah Moursalien who have
collaborated on a spoken word poem, with guidance
from their mentor, spoken word poet David Delisca.
Ms. Rzezniczek
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Tobogganing and X-Country Skiing
Our Grade 10, 11 and 12 Physical Education classes took advantage of the snow and headed to our back field to enjoy
some winter sports. There were a lot of giggles and laughs as
the girls mastered their skiing skills and bounced down the
hills with their friends.
Ms. Aziz

Rock Climbing Comes to Bethune!
For the first time ever, Bethune hosted True North Climbing
Academy in our gyms and our Grade 10, 11 and 12 Physical
Education students took full advantage. The program was 4
days long and each day, the students had the option of trying
something new. There was a rock wall, ladders, individual
ropes and even a "flying squirrel". Classes were combined and
students worked in teams to help each other get to the top.
What a rewarding experience! We are already looking forward
to next year.
Ms. Aziz
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Music Notes!
Congratulations to both of our bands who performed at the OBA
Provincial Band Festival in February. The Concert Band and Wind
Ensemble received Silver Plus Awards from our two adjudicators Dr.
Corey Pompey and Dr. Shelley Axelson, and the Wind Ensemble
received the Woodwind Excellence Award which was presented to
Mr. Ross and Mrs. Kilbride on Friday, February 14 at the Awards
Ceremony. The ensemble directors, Mrs. Kilbride and Mr. Ross were
extremely impressed by the groups’ perseverance, dedication and
focused performances. Special mention goes to our Leadership
Award winners, Cherry Wang, Raymond Ye and Victor Sun for their
ongoing commitment to our ensembles.
During the month of March, our two choirs and 8 of our instrumental
students will be attending rehearsals for the Sounds of Toronto
Combined Band. Sounds of Toronto is a TDSB concert put on by the
Toronto Secondary School Music Teachers Association. This year the
concert takes place at Roy Thomson Hall on April 22, 2020.
Ms. Kilbride

What’s New in the Modern Languages
Department?
On Tuesday February 4th, REEL Canada presented four short films at
Bethune and six short films at both Sir Ernest McMillan P.S. and Terry
Fox P.S.. A bilingual facilitator was on hand to introduce and debrief
the four films. Students had the opportunity to learn about French
films and the French culture. After the films, students vote on their
favourite film and in first place was Le Technicien closely followed by
Vaysha L’Aveugle. In third place was Parachute followed by Ma Boîte
Noire. A truly fantastic experience for all! Un gros merci a l’equipe.
Ms. McLaren

